
Reading Aloud 
A Parent’s Guide 
 

Being able to read fluently and developing an 
understanding of words, sentences and texts 

is the single most important area of  
schooling. 

 
Through reading, children extend and  
develop their vocabulary, they imagine  

characters, settings and plots, they develop 
the ability to articulate thoughts and feelings. 

 
In addition, it improves their self esteem, 

confidence and the way they interact with 
their peers and adults. 

 
Without the ability to read, children would 

not be able to access other areas of the school 
or life curriculum. 

 
And as children grow so does their  

appreciation, respect and enjoyment in  
encountering new worlds, authors, genres 
and situations empowering them with the 

most important tool, their voice! 
 

Five Finger Check 
When listening to your child try to remember 

these 5 key things... 

 

1. Regular Practice 
Try to read with your child 
on most school days. ‘Little 
and often’ is best. Teachers 
have limited to help your 
child with reading. 

5. Talk about the books 
There is more to being a good 
reader than just being able to 
read the words accurately. 
Always talk to your child 
about the book, about the 
pictures, how they think the 
story will end, their favourite 
part, can they empathise with 
characters? Can they com-
ment on the writers’ style? 
You will then be able to see 
how well they have under-
stood and you will help them 
to develop good comprehen-
sion skills. 

3. Maintain the flow 
Allow opportunity for self correction 
rather than interrupting them immediate-
ly. It is better to tell a child some un-
known words to maintain the flow rather 
than insisting on trying to build them all 
up from the sounds of the letters. 

2. Success is key 
Ensure the book they are reading is not 
too difficult. There is a temptation to 
give a child a book that is difficult 
thinking this will improve their reading. 
Struggling with a  book with many 
unknown words is pointless. Flow is lost, 
text cannot be understood and children 
can easily become reluctant readers. 

4. Variety is important 
Remember children need to 
experience a variety of reading 
materials e.g. picture book, hard 
backs, comics, magazines, 
poems, and information books as 
well as a range of authors 
modern and established. 
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