
This morning:

How to help your child with 
reading – decoding

How to help your child with 
reading – comprehension skills
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What does ‘reading’ look like at Godalming Junior 
School?

• At least two formal lessons of ‘Shared Reading’ per week

• Introducing a text to children that they would not be able to comprehend 
without adult support

• Share the reading – the teacher will model reading aloud and children will 
have a chance afterwards to read aloud

• Discuss the text. Is there any vocabulary they are unfamiliar with? Can they 
explain what happened in the text? Is it fiction or non-fiction?

• First lesson ‘introduces’ text and subsequent lessons complete activities 
based on that text



Reading VIPERS
VIPERS is an acronym to aid the recall of the 6 reading 
domains as part of the UK’s reading curriculum. They are 
the key areas which we feel children need to know and 
understand in order to improve their comprehension of 
texts.









Questions for at home



However, the children READ in all subjects

The act of reading itself is constant at our school. 

At the end of the day, all classes have a story time where the class are 
read to by their teacher.

Children read to access information in lessons like Maths

Children read to do their own research in lessons like Science, History, 
Geography etc



Reluctant readers

Find something they like to read and give reading a purpose.

Comic books

Books from films or TV shows they like

Subtitles on the TV

Text on a game they play

Sports magazines/newspaper

Shopping list
Road signs





De-coding

• De-coding is what happens when readers use their understanding of 
letter-sound relationships to correctly pronounce written words.

• This ‘sounding out’ relies heavily on the rules of phonics.

• Phonics is taught at KS1, with support given in Year 3.  



The ‘read-along’ method

If your child is struggling with de-coding words, they are more likely to 
dislike reading and see it as a ‘chore’. By quietly reading along with 
them, you are helping them with pronunciation and ‘flow’.

Organise a ‘secret’ action with your child, such as tapping the page. 
When they are feeling confident, they will do this action and you know 
to stop reading along with them and let them do it independently. 

Let them sound out complete words slowly in chunks, then if they are 
still incorrect on the second try, you can inform them what the word is.



What could this say?






