
  

Extract from ‘Listen to the moon’ by Michael 

Morpurgo. 

Challenge 1:  

1. How is Alfie sitting at the start of the extract?  

2. Using your answer from question 1, how do 

you think he is feeling at the start of the 

extract? Why?  

3. What got Alfie’s attention?  

4. Have Alfie and Jim just arrived at the coast or 

have they been there for a while? How do you 

know?  

5. How do Alfie and Jim know each other? How 

do you know?  

6. Can you find 3 adjectives?  

7. What is your opinion of this extract? Explain 

your answer.  

Challenge 2: 

1. Use a dictionary to find the definition of: 

a) Pestering  

b) Mimic  

c) fledgling 

2. What did Alfie think the noise was?  

3. Can you name 2 things that Alfie could see on 

the coast?  

4. How does Alfie feel at the start of the 

extract? How is this similar or different at the 

end of the extract? 

5. Why do you think Alfie whispers to Jim at the 

end of the extract? 

6. Can you summarise this extract into 5 key 

events.  

7. What is your opinion of this text? Give 2 

different reasons for your answer.  

Challenge 3:  

1. Use a dictionary to find the definition of: 

a) fronds 

b) intently 

c) perplexed 

2. Find 2 words or pieces of punctuation that 

show how Alfie was talking during the extract.   

3. Can you locate 2 simple expanded noun 

phrases (determiner, adjective, noun) 

4. How do Alfie’s emotions change throughout 

the extract? Explain your answers.  

5. Why do you think the author describes the 

weeds as ‘waving mockingly’? 

6. Why might Jim think it is not possible for a 

child to be on the island? 

7. What do you think might happen later in the 

story? Explain your answer using evidence 

from the text.  


